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DIMENSIONS OF MILITARY FORT BRIDGER WITH LUNETTES 
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MILITARY FORT WITH ALTERNATE POSITION OF CORRAL 


‘uoljpdna90 Kapjzipiw $,740f ay} 


f{O yojays siyz appw 410}DI}SN]]1 auIzDSDU VY 
8 ; 


Louis Vasquez, Bridger’s distinguished partner, was from an aristocratic family. 


After the 1839 rendezvous, Bridger spent the fall around Henry’s Iork of 
the Snake River. Winter found him again on the South Platte at Fort Vasquez. 
It was at this time that Bridger formed a partnership with Henry Iraeb and 
possibly with Louis Vasquez. In any case, these were the two men that Bridger 
began to talk with about the possibility of establishing trading posts, since it 
seemed apparent that the fur trapping and trading era was drawing to a close. 

It is not certain where Bridger spent the latter part of 1840 or the first few 
months of 1841, but in July 1841, Jim Baker reported meeting him on Henry’s 
Fork near Green River. In the summer of 1842 Colonel John C. Fremont, 
beginning his first exploration into the Rocky Mountain West, reported that he 
met Bridger and Vasquez leading a caravan en route to St. Louis. It was later 
that year that these two men left St. Louis to return to Black’s Fork on the 
Green River and to build the trading post that became famous as Fort Bridger. 

Louis Vasquez, Bridger’s partner in this new enterprise, was not new to the 
West. Like Bridger, he was one of the young men who answered William 
Ashley’s advertisement in the Missouri Republican and so began his western 


